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Every coastal town has a backstory, but Daman’s reads like a movie

For decades after it was liberated from Portuguese rule, it became
famous for something far less grand: cheap alcohol and cross-border

Sandwiched right next to dry Gujarat and high-tax Maharashtra, it was
effectively a regional hub for duty-free spirits.

Back in my younger days, | remember family friends constantly talking
about how their car trunks were subjected to meticulous searches by
customs officers whenever they drove back across the border, even
though | had never actually visited the place myself.

smuggling enclave? Bootlegger's haven? Low-tax weekend getaway?
Daman wore all those labels at one point or another,

Go back today, though, and you will find a remarkably different story

unfolding. | came across this shift recently through several postson X, a

The bootlegging reputation is steadily giving way to something far more
enduring: restored colonial forts, clean coastal promenades, rich
heritage, and massive seaside tourism potential.

Itis a subtle but strong reminder that our past reputations do not have to

(Photos/video courtesy the cycledad , Sandeep Thakur)
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